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Scope of Claim for Patent 

An apparatus number setting method in which serial apparatus 
numbers are set to a plurality of apparatuses including a reference apparatus 
in a predetermined sequence, wherein the reference apparatus includes an 

10 apparatus number setting unit and a basic signal generating circuit that 
receives output of the apparatus number setting unit to transmit two basic 
signals having a predetermined differential delay; and each of apparatuses 
other than the reference apparatus includes a delay circuit that receives the 
two basic signals to provide the differential delay predetermined between the 

15 two basic signals and outputs the signal to the next apparatus, a differential 
delay detecting circuit that detects the differential delay between the two basic 
signals, and an apparatus number setting circuit that sets the apparatus 
number from differential delay information detected by the differential delay 
detecting circuit. 

20 

Detailed Description of the Invention 
[Industrial applicability] 

The present invention relates to an apparatus number setting method, 
and particularly relates to the apparatus number setting method of a plurality of 
25 apparatuses constituting an electronic automatic exchange. 
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[Prior art] 

Conventionally, in a distributed control type of electronic automatic 
exchange, in order to connect apparatuses constituting the electronic 
automatic exchange, an apparatus number of each apparatus is required, and 
5 the apparatus number is set in each apparatus. When the specific apparatus 
becomes an obstacle, it is necessary to set the apparatus numbers again. As 
a method of setting the apparatus number used for the apparatus, as shown in 
Fig. 4. apparatus number setting units 11, 12, and 13 that are of a switch are 
provided in the apparatuses respectively, and a maintenance personnel 
1 0 operates the switch of each apparatus to set the apparatus number. 
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